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What can | deposit?

Research that can be deposited includes:
ePre-prints (not refereed)
ePost-prints (refereed)
e\Working papers
ePublished articles
eBooks (bibliographic information only)
eBook chapters

*Online journal articles
... and other forms of research output

How do | deposit items?

There are two main ways to deposit your
research:

e Through the website. There is a
deposit form on http://
eprints.bbk.ac.uk, in the User Area.
You will need to register first: click on
Register and fill in the online form. A
deposit guide is available to help you:
http://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/depguide.pdf

e By e-mail. Send details of the
publications you would like to deposit to
lib-eprints@bbk.ac.uk. Repository
staff will then check the copyright
agreements for you, and deposit the
items if it is allowable to do so.

Alternatively, please contact the repository
staff (see the contact details in the next
column).

Further information
There is more information on the website:

http://eprints.bbk.ac.uk

or you can e-mail any questions or
comments to the Birkbeck ePrints
administrators on

lib-eprints@bbk.ac.uk

Contact details

The general e-mail address for deposits, comments or
questions is:

lib-eprints@bbk.ac.uk

For specific advice on Birkbeck ePrints, please contact
your Subject Librarian:

Science Faculty:
until Nov 05: Sally Maitland (s.maitland@bbk.ac.uk)
from Nov 05: Sue Godsell (s.godsell@bbk.ac.uk)

History, History of Art, Politics and Sociology:
Aubrey Greenwood (a.greenwood@bbk.ac.uk)

Law, FCE Law, Management and Religion:
Wendy Lynwood (w.lynwood@bbk.ac.uk)

Other FCE subjects:
Elizabeth Charles (e.charles@bbk.ac.uk)

English, Languages and Philosophy:
Ken Mackley (k.mackley@bbk.ac.uk)

Social Science Faculty:
Kate Purcell (k.purcell@bbk.ac.uk)

For technical, copyright or general matters related to
Birkbeck ePrints please contact:

Barbara Cumbers (b.cumbers@bbk.ac.uk)

Birkbeck College is a member of the LEAP
Consortium (London E-prints Access
Project) which is an associate partner in the
SHERPA Project (Securing a Hybrid
Environment for Research Preservation and
Access) http://www.sherpa.ac.uk

SHERPA\

Birkbeck ePrints runs on GNU EPrints open
source archive software, a freely
distributable archive system available from
http://software.eprints.org. .
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What is Birkbeck ePrints?

" gy Birkbeck ePrints is
T an online archival
\_ , database hosting
the full text of
\ published research
done at Birkbeck
College. Material
stored in the archive is freely available to
anyone over the Internet.

By making your research papers available
in Birkbeck ePrints you are making it more
widely accessible, leading to greater
visibility and impact.

Services like Birkbeck ePrints are being
developed by academic institutions
worldwide.
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e It is a mechanism for making research
more widely available worldwide.

e ltis not a substitute for peer-reviewed
journals—the ePrints Service has been
developed to host material that has
already been published.

e lts intention is to open up the scholarly
research literature in the spirit of Open
Access.

How can ePrints help me?

You write and publish for research
impact, not for profit. You deserve the
widest possible dissemination of your work.

Yet current publishing practice too often
blunts your research impact—journal
publishers make it hard for non-subscribers
to see your work.

The solution is for Birkbeck ePrints to
provide an open access copy of the
same work you publish in journals or
conference proceedings. This will
maximise the impact of everything you
publish.

Greater research impact translates into
increased citation rates, which advance
your career and help attract further
research funding.

What are the benefits for me?

Your academic research is made available to
the world scholarly community on a scale
impossible in paper. Papers in Birkbeck ePrints
are indexed by cross-repository search facilities,
and are also found by search engines such as
Google and Yahoo.

Your research is stored in a central searchable
space rather than being distributed across many
publishers’ websites. A link from your personal
website to the ePrints Service makes the full text of
your papers readily available, rather than just the
citation as is often the case at present.

Your research is stored by Birkbeck with a
commitment to preserving it. Your papers on
publishers’ websites are only available to
subscribers, and will only be there as long as the
publisher chooses to make them available. The
ePrints Service will preserve them.

You will have access to similar repositories
worldwide. Through OAlster indexing (http://
oaister.umdl.umich.edu), you will be able to search
hundreds of repositories simultaneously—you can
easily restrict your internet searches to academic
output.

Easy access to your papers for students.
Students can have difficulty accessing publishers’
websites remotely because of licensing
restrictions—remove the difficulties with Birkbeck
ePrints.

You can avoid the delays of print publishing.
Birkbeck ePrints can get your paper online today.
Subject to copyright and other agreements with the
publisher, either a pre-print (the draft you submit to
a journal) or a post-print (the finalised text after
refereeing) can be deposited.

You retain all your intellectual property rights
over your own work. Birkbeck ePrints positively
encourages all academics and research workers to
retain the copyright on their work. You give
Birkbeck ePrints permission to keep your work in a
current format and to freely distribute electronic
copies of it—nothing else.

http://leprints.bbk.ac.uk

The benefits to Birkbeck, to
research, and to society

The Birkbeck ePrints Service:

Helps free research output from access
barriers and subscriptions

Speeds up the sharing of research results

Provides a secure storehouse for research in
perpetuity

Demonstrates the breadth of research
carried out at Birkbeck

Stores all Birkbeck research output in a
single easy-to-access place

OK, but I’'m concerned about ...

Plagiarism. If | deposit my paper in Birkbeck
ePrints (or any Open Access website), what’s
to stop someone plagiarising my research?

Open Access does not make plagiarism any
easier or more likely than print publication. In
fact, Open Access makes the comparison of
electronic sources easier, so the detection of
plagiarism is more likely, so helping to protect
your intellectual property rights.

Copyright. When a paper is accepted for
publication, | sign over the copyright. Can |
still deposit the paper in Birkbeck ePrints?

It depends on the publisher. Birkbeck ePrints
staff can advise you, and will check the copyright
status of any paper you submit to the repository.
Of course, you could retain the copyright on any
future papers, and sign a non-exclusive licence
for the publisher instead. Further information on
copyright is available at http://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/
copyright.html

Prior publication. If | deposit
a pre-print of a research
paper in Birkbeck ePrints,
will a journal say that it has
already been published, and
refuse to accept it?

It depends on the journal, and

on precisely when the deposit is made. Check
with the journal first, or ask Birkbeck ePrints staff
to check for you.
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