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Research Councils and Open Access Self-Archiving
In June 2005, after wide consultation, RCUK released a draft statement on access to research outputs. http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/access/. The statement proposed that “a copy of any published journal articles or conference proceedings resulting from Research Council funded research should be deposited in an appropriate e-print repository.” Following further consultation with publishers and learned societies, RCUK released a statement reaffirming support for open access to research outputs but left it to each individual research council to decide how to take this support forward.
Each council has adopted a slightly different position on how funded research should be made widely available; some councils are still considering their positions. The current policies are outlined in the table below.
The new JULIET service summarises the current open access policies of the UK Research Councils (and other research funders such as the Wellcome Trust). http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/
The White Rose Consortium ePrints Repository http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/ is the institutional repository for Leeds (shared with Sheffield and York). It holds research outputs from across the University Consortium. Over the last two years, the repository has grown steadily. It has registered over half a million hits and over 100,000 downloads and is a good way to expose research to a wider audience. Deposit in the repository may be sufficient to satisfy the open access requirements of your funder: for example, deposit satisfies the BBSRC, ESRC, PPARC and NERC mandates.
 (The repository can house research outputs regardless of funding source.)

Copyright, version and embargo policies from publishers should be observed; the Repository Officer can provide advice on this.

Research Councils’ Positions on Open Access Deposit of Research Outputs

	AHRC
	Supports the umbrella RCUK statement in principle; policy to be finalised later this year after further consultation.

	BBSRC
	Grantees are required to put work on open access from 1 Oct 2006 "where a suitable eprints repository is available". Retrospective deposit of older work is encouraged.

	EPSRC
	Supports the umbrella RCUK statement in principle; policy is under review but will not be finalised until 2008.

	ESRC
	Researchers are required from 1st October 2006 to deposit in the ESRC "awards and outputs" repository and encouraged to submit to institutional repositories.

	MRC
	Researchers are required from 1st Oct 2006 to deposit in their research in PubMedCentral / UKPMC within 6 months of publication. This "does not prevent" deposit in an institutional repository.

	NERC
	Grantees are required to put work on open access from 1 Oct 2006. Retrospective deposit of older work is encouraged.

	CCLRC
	Grantees are strongly encouraged to deposit in “appropriate open access repositories.” This could be the CCLRC’s repository, the institutional repository, or both, as appropriate.

	PPARC
	Grantees are required to put work on open access from 1 Dec 2006 "in an appropriate e-print repository". Retrospective deposit of older work is encouraged.
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