100,000 and Counting: repository boosts research dissemination
The White Rose Consortium ePrints Repository gives worldwide access to research papers by authors from the Universities of York, Sheffield and Leeds. The repository was created as part of the national JISC/CURL funded SHERPA project (Securing a Hybrid Environment for Research Preservation and Access), which facilitated the creation of ‘e-print archives’ at many of the leading research institutions in the UK.

University Librarian, Elizabeth Heaps, says “There are just over a thousand papers in the repository at the moment and our statistics show that we recently achieved our 100,000th download. We know that the repository attracts users from all over the world, many of them finding the papers through Google and other search engines. Putting work into the repository can be a very effective way of reaching a wider audience who otherwise might not have access to the research.”

Last year, the University Research Committee agreed a policy encouraging the dissemination of research, stating: 

“Research Committee endorses the institutional repository as a means to widen access to research and increase its impact: and therefore the University strongly encourages staff to deposit research papers in the repository, where copyright allows.” 
Not only does work placed in the repository potentially reach a wider audience, evidence also suggests a correlation between downloads and eventual citation rates.

The repository is online at http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/. 

Anyone interested in depositing research papers into the repository is encouraged to contact the Repository Officer, Rachel Proudfoot at rp19@york.ac.uk.
